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CORPS SECURITY PREVENTS SCHOOL BUS THEFT 

 

When an alarm was activated at Corps Security’s state-of-the-art Corps Monitoring 

Centre (CMC), the prompt response by its operatives meant that an attempt to steal 

the St Columba’s School minibus was thwarted and the pupils could continue to 

benefit from this vital resource. 

St Columba’s is a customer of Scottish Communications, one of the UK’s leading 

experts in the design, supply, installation and maintenance of CCTV and security 

systems. Brian Davidson, Scottish Communications’ operations and sales director, 

explains:  “We have worked with Corps Security for a number of years and use the 

CMC to provide our customers with round the clock remote monitoring of CCTV 

installations.” 

Last year, having already decided to upgrade its CCTV system, Alex Galbraith, 

estates and property manager at St Columba’s School, spotted one of Scottish 

Communications’ regular newsletters. Mr Galbraith contacted the company and 

arranged a site visit with Brian Davidson in order to assess the School’s 

requirements.  

Located in Kilmacolm, a picturesque commuter village situated between Greenock 

and Paisley, the School was founded in 1897 and in 2008 was announced as The 

Sunday Times Top Scottish School. It comprises two main buildings and has over 

730 pupils. Mr Galbraith says: “After carrying out an examination of the site we 

decided to install a new CCTV system in the junior school first and then roll it out into 

the senior school afterwards.” 

 



Mr Galbraith adds: “We previously had 24 hour manned guarding on site but I had 

decided to look at alternatives to this arrangement.  Brian explained the benefits of 

having a proactive CCTV system that could enable remote monitoring on a 24/7 

basis. I was thoroughly impressed with the case that he made for using the CMC and 

we haven’t looked back since.” 

Based in Glasgow, the CMC provides alarm receiving and CCTV monitoring services 

to a wide range of customers across many market sectors on an independent basis, 

or as part of an integrated service incorporating manpower and technology.  

Eric Roberts, Corps Security’s CMC business development director, comments: 

“This £1.5m state-of-the-art facility exemplifies our commitment to innovation and 

forward thinking. Recently constructed, it is one of the most advanced CCTV 

monitoring facilities in the UK and incorporates the highest specification equipment 

that is constantly upgraded. We have also attained National Security Inspectorate 

(NSI) Gold accreditation to go with our existing BS 8418 and ISO 9001:2008 

certifications.” 

The benefits of using the CMC came into sharp focus one night when intruders broke 

into the premises and attempted to steal the School’s minibus. After receiving an 

alarm notification the operatives at the CMC were able to immediately mobilise a 

physical visit to the premises, which prevented the vehicle from being stolen. 

Scottish Communications’ Brian Davidson says: “This is precisely the kind of 

example that highlights why more of our customers are looking at using the CMC. 

The fact that site inspections can be prompted by an alarm activation and a 

guaranteed service is provided with no unnecessary staff call outs are major benefits 

of a third party remote monitoring service.” 

The final word goes to Alex Galbraith of St Columba’s School, who concludes: “I’m 

absolutely delighted with the decision to upgrade the CCTV system and would like to 

thank Brian and his team for their expert advice. If the minibus had been stolen it 

would have caused a huge amount of disruption and it is incredibly reassuring to 

know that the team at the CMC are watching over the School at all times of the day 

and night.” 



For further information please contact Corps Security on 0800 0286 303 or E:  
info@corpssecurity.co.uk 
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Notes to editors: 

Corps Security 

Corps Security uses its focused, specialist expertise to ensure the security, safety and well-
being of many of the UK's leading businesses and organisations. 

Originally established over 150 years ago to provide gainful employment for injured ex-
servicemen returning from the Crimean war, Corps Security’s unique history and constitution 
sets it apart from the mainstream of UK security companies.  

With over 3,000 licensed personnel, including a team of expert managers and consultants, 
who operate from a network of 12 regional offices around the UK, combined with a state-of-
the-art Corps Monitoring Centre, Corps is able to offer robust, effective and personally 
tailored security solutions via a broad range of disciplines. 

Corps Security’s proud heritage has dedication, integrity and the pursuit of excellence as its 
guiding principles. While it is always willing to use the experience of the past, it successfully 
combines it with the needs of the present to give an unrivalled level of service. 

Twitter: http://CorpsSecurity  Facebook - CorpsSecurity 
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